






W	 With undercarriage costs consuming a 
significant portion of the average operating 
cost-per-hour of your track-type equipment  
— 50 percent in most cases — properly 
maintaining your undercarriage system is 
essential. Use the following recommendations 
to maximize the hours of service life built into 
your Komatsu undercarriage components, 
keeping in mind that the undercarriage works 
and wears as a system. A worn component can 
have an adverse effect on the entire system, 
greatly reducing your total undercarriage life.

	 Understand the System. Undercarriage is often 
the least-understood system on the track-type 
machines. If you are experiencing accelerated 
undercarriage wear, the problem may not be the 
fault of the components. Operation, application, 
maintenance and component selection can 
often be contributing factors in undercarriage 
wear. Wear cannot be eliminated, but it can be 
controlled. Invest the time to learn all you can and 
take control of undercarriage costs.

	 Manage the System. Begin with a 
comprehensive undercarriage management 
program. Inspection is only the beginning. 
Evaluating the measurement data and following 
the recommendations of your factory-trained 
distributor undercarriage specialist is paramount 
to achieving satisfactory service life. Management 
is essential and continuous. One of the tools 
available through your Komatsu distributor is the 
computer-assisted Track Management System 
or TMS. By taking advantage of this service, 
you will reduce unscheduled downtime and 
operating expense. 

	 Ensure proper alignment. The quickest way 
to detect an alignment problem is to look for 
anything shiny that normally should not be 
shiny. The inside of track links that are scuffed 
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and shiny, roller and front idler flanges that 
show wear, and sides of sprockets that are 
coming in contact with the inside of the track 
links most often are indicators that the track 
frame alignment system needs attention. 
Failing to heed alignment warning signs will 
cause accelerated parts wear and, in extreme 
cases, LTS seal and/or bushing failure.

	 Operate with the undercarriage in mind. 
Managing undercarriage wear and controlling 
operating cost-per-hour come first from the 
operator’s seat. Turning, speed and direction 
of travel are three of the most important 
operationally controlled wear factors. While 
you can seldom build job operations around 
these operating factors, you should give them 
ongoing consideration.

	 In short, undercarriage cost-per-hour control 
starts with understanding and managing the 
system. Then, operate the machine keeping in  
mind control of undercarriage wear factors.  n

UPPING UPTIME

Inspection is a starting point to managing your undercarriage. One of the tools available through 
your Komatsu distributor is the computer-assisted Track Management System or TMS. By taking 
advantage of this service, you will reduce unscheduled downtime and operating expense. 
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